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Greetings CMEA Membership

I’m so happy to welcome all of you to the 2026 CMEA Confer-
ence! Obviously, our theme this year describes it all… 
MUSIC SPEAKS!! It touches our very soul, and I am so grateful to 
be able to share great music with you and your students through-
out the state.

All credit is due, and my sincerest thanks to the team of people 
who have put this conference together on your behalf! This is 
more than just a labor of love for those who have taken on their 
roles in CMEA. It is a calling of service, much the same as each of you were called into 
serving your students and communities in helping young people to love music. I am ex-
tremely proud of the district representatives, the Chairs and Co-Chairs on each council, 
the Executive Council, and all the Ex-Officio Chairs who have faithfully and relentlessly 
invested in this event over the past year. I’d especially like to acknowledge the work of 
Cynthia Eversole as she completes her 6-year term in leadership. Through her compas-
sionate leadership and unwavering integrity, she has guided CMEA out of the challenges 
posed by the pandemic, restoring the association’s former strength and excellence.

The subheading of this year’s theme, “A Legacy of Inspiration,” is very purposeful and in-
tended to help us realize the shoulders we stand on in our profession. It has always been 
my goal to have exemplary educators with incredible careers share some of their insights 
as the conference begins with our keynote address. I am honored to introduce many of 
you to Dr. Ray Cramer. For much of his career, he served as the Director of Bands at the 
Indiana University Jacobs School of Music. His position has taken him all over the U.S. 
and multiple engagements around the world. The experience and knowledge gained 
from a career of teaching, travel, and embracing world-renowned musicians as friends 
will truly inspire all of us through his keynote address to the membership. However, the 
most important decision he made after his retirement - what all gifted and intelligent 
music professionals do – he moved to Colorado, where he resides with his wonderful wife, 
Molly.

As this is my 46th year of attending CMEA at the beautiful Broadmoor, I look forward to 
greeting all of you and making new connections, or reconnecting with friends for a life-
time! Congratulations on choosing to join us at this year’s CMEA conference with your 
amazing family of music educators!

Casey Cropp, CMEA President
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Wednesday
January 28,
2026

Tri-M Day -
Modern Band -
Root Music Day
Broadmoor Hall A Broadmoor Hall B Broadmoor Hall C Broadmoor Hall

D/E
Broadmoor Hall F Bartolin Hall

E207/208/209
Hallway to
Bartolin Hall

Colorado Hall A/B Colorado Hall
D/E

International
Center North

International
Center South

Broadmoor
Hall A Lobby

CMEA
Conference
Registration-
7:30 am - 9:00
pm

8:45 AM Tri-M Welcome

8:45-9:05

9:00 AM
9:15 AM Fostering

Mindfulness and
Self Care

9:15-10:00

Improvise and
Harmonize!

9:15-10:00

Building
Entrepreneurial
Skills in the
Music Classroom

9:15-10:00

Playing and
Teaching Ukulele.
Bring your own
Ukulele

9:15-10:00

"Things I wish I
was told before I
fell so deeply in
love with this life
and this world of
music."
Learn about
Colorado Public
Radio and being a
Music Talk Show
Host

9:15-10:00

Compose
Yourself: Finding
your personal
voice in your
music

9:15-10:00

10:00 AM Break
10:00-10:15AM

Break
10:00-10:15AM

Break
10:00-10:15AM

Break
10:00-10:15AM

Break
10:00-10:15AM

Break
10:00-10:15AM

Intro to Modern
Band 101

10:00-4:00

“What’s your
band name?”
Facilitating the
Joyful Chaos of
Student-led
Mini-bands

10:00-10:50
DEMO GROUP

10:15 AM Where's the Hip
in Your Hop?

10:30-11:15

Athena Brass
Masterclass

10:30-11:15
Bring your Brass
Instrument

Leadership for
Future Music
Teachers

10:30-11:15

Athena Brass
Masterclass

10:30-11:15
Bring your Brass
Instrument

Embracing
Musical Space.
Improv and
Composition

10:30-11:15

11:00 AM

11:15 AM Lunch on your own 11:15-12:30. No outside Food or Drink allowed in Broadmoor Hall
12:00 PM Tri-M Exhibits

Hour #1
12:00-12:45

Classroom Gigs
LIVE: Where
Elementary Music
Comes Alive with
Modern Band,
Kodály, Orff, and
Student Voice

Tavelli
Elementary
School, Tavelli
Tigers
12:00-12:50pm

12:45 PM

12:30-1:30 Keynote: Life of
an Army National
Guard Member.
Join the 101st
Army Hot 7 Jazz
Band featuring
vocals, and sing
and Dance to
modern
jukebox-style
music. Plus, learn
how to pay for
college!
Form a Conga
Line with your
friends around
Ballroom B

12:30-1:30.

12:45 PM Tri-M Exhibits
Hour #2
12:45-1:30

1:00 PM Starting a
Bluegrass
Ensemble at
Your School:
Accessible,
Authentic, and
Engaging

1:00-1:50

1:30 PM REFIT®: Active
movement for
any music
classroom

1:45-2:30

Expressive
Conducting:
Shaping sound
beyond the beat
patterns for those
that want a more
detailed
conducting
experience

1:45-2:30

Being Your Own
Inspiration:
Create
motivation to
practice instead
of waiting for it

1:45-2:30

Strategies for
Teaching
Creativity and
Improvisation in
the String
Classroom.

1:45-2:30
Bring your String
Instrument

Learning and
Teaching the
Saxophone: Steps
for a sensitive
sound

1:45-2:30
Bring your
Saxophone

EDEN Colorado:
What if Trees
Could Sing?

 and

1:45-2:30

Tri-M Exhibits
Hour #3
1:30-2:15

2:00 PM Crested Butte
Community
School Bluegrass
and Old Time
String Band

2:00-2:502:30 PM Break
2:30-2:45PM

Break
2:30-2:45

Break
2:30-2:45

Break
2:30-2:45

Break
2:30-2:45

Break
2:30-2:45

2:45 PM String Sectionals
Violin. Viola,
Cello and Bass
2:45-3:30

Brass and
Percussion
Sectionals
2:45-3:30

Saxophone
Sectionals
2:45-3:30

Woodwind -
Flute, Clarinet,
Oboe and
Bassoon
Sectionals
2:45-3:30

French Horn
Sectionals
2:45-3:30

Vocal Sectionals
2:45-3:30

3:00 PM

3:15 PM

3:30 PM Tri-M  Concert
Rehearsal
3:30-3:45

4:00 PM Tri-M Final
Concert
3:45-4:00

Denver School of
the Arts
Guitar Orchestra

4:00-4:50

4:30 PM

5:00 PM

5:30 PM Kinard Core
Knowledge
Middle School;
Traut Core
Knowledge
Elementary
School; Zach
Core Knowledge
Elementary
School, Voices of
Core Knowledge

5:30-6:15

Strings, Winds,
Percussion, Oh
My! A Survival
Guide to Full
Orchestra for
Band and String
Teachers

5:30-6:15

6:00 PM “The Body is the
First Instrument,”
Learning Music
through Song,
Stories,
Imagination, and a
Whole Lot of
Joyful Movement
Using the
Eurhythmics
Teaching
Approach

6:00-7:15

Orchestra
Rehearsal Lab

with

6:15-7:15
6:30 PM

7:00 PM

7:30 PM Athena Brass
Concert
7:30-9:00

Xylophone
Reading Session

7:30 - 8:30
8:00 PM

8:30 PM

9:00 PM

7:00 AM
7:30 AM

Bringing American
Roots to the
Strings Classroom
Jazz Fiddling and
Beyond

10:30-11:15
Bring your String
Instrument

Rock Bands As
an After-School
Program

Bennett Ranch
Elementary
School, Bull's
Rock
3:00-3:50

Michelle Ewer

Krissie Weimer
Leila Heil

Sara Off Michael
Christiansen

Kabin Thomas

Dylan Fixmer

Mary Claxton

Jasmine Faulkner

Roy Bailey Athena Brass
Gary Lewis

Athena Brass

Nicholas Felder

Tara Sparks

Kelsie McCallum

Martin Gilmore
and Stacy
GilmoreJennifer Langlotz

Rachell Waddell
ReneeGilliland,
Andres Jamie

Sarah Off Bob Phillips
Andrew Dahlke

Ellen Moeller
Julia Hilton

Matt Shugert

Natasha
Olson-Smith

Scott Wheeler,
Alyssa Johnson
and Thomas
Chen

Bob Phillips and
Chris Bernotas

Oren Logan and
Jake Elam

Michael Hopkins
 Stargate

High School Full
Orchestra, Ariane
Pegler, director

GMC Council

Enion-Pelta-Tiller

Alex Javizian
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Thursday
January 29, 2026

West - Divide
Room

West - Louis
Stratta Room

West - Rocky
Mountain
Ballroom

Main -
Ballroom

Broadmoor Hall
B

Broadmoor
Hall C

Broadmoor
Hall D/E

Broadmoor
Hall F

Main - Theatre Colorado Hall
A/B

Colorado Hall
D/E

Colorado Hall
C

Bartolin Hall
E-213/214

International
Center North

Bartolin Hall
207/208/209

Bartolin Hall
Exhibits

Broadmoor
Hall A Lobby

7:15 AM Vocal Music
Council -
Meeting
7:15-8:30

College
University
Council
Meeting
7:15-8:30

Instrumental
Music Council -
Meeting
7:15-8:30

General Music
Council -
Meeting
7:15-8:30

CMEA
Registration
7:30 am - 4:30
pm8:00 AM Athena Brass

7:55-8:30

8:30 AM

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

10:00 AM Voices In
Transition:
Gender
expansive
choral voicings
- 

10:00-10:50

Vocal
Improvisation in
the Classroom

10:00-10:50

Playing the
Long Game:
Understanding
and mitigating
vocal risk for
music
educators -

10:00-10:50

Supporting
Neurodiverse
Students in the
Music
Classroom

Do You Hear
What I Hear?
Monitoring
Solutions for
Creative
Ensemble

10:00-10:50

Understanding
Your Students’
Needs:
Motivation in
the orchestra
classroom

10:00-10:50

Play Tests:
Educating,
Inspiring, and
Assessing
Students

10:00-10:50

Joyful
Beginnings:
Kodály-inspired
lesson planning
for K–1

10:00-10:50

Let It Ring -
Demonstration

10:00-10:50

Audiation
Station: Tunes
for teaching in
different
tonalities and
meters

10:00-10:50

Strategies for
How to Break
Language
Barriers in Any
Music Class

10:00-10:50

Lewis Palmer
High School
Jazz Band

10:00-10:45

10:30 AM Ken Caryl Middle
School
Symphonic Band

10:30-11:00

11:00 AM A Mixed Bag of
Choral
Quick-Fixes -

11:00-11:50

Relevance of
Creating
Outreach
Opportunities
for Students as
Providers and
Audience
Members in the
Community

Developing
Musical
Leadership
Within Our
Ensembles

11:00-11:50

Building Your
Brass Section
Resonance with
the Athena
Brass Band

11:00-11:50

PROCESS
MATTERS -
Using Body
Percussion with
your Students

11:00-11:50

Improved MY
Improv: Now
what?

11:00-11:50

Chaos in the
Classroom: A
trauma-informe
d approach to
music
education

11:00-11:50

The First Three
Years

11:00-11:50

EdSpeak for
Music
Teachers:
Turning
buzzwords into
administrative
buy-in

11:00-11:50

11:30 AM Lesher Middle
School
Symphonic
Orchestra

11:30-12:00
12:00 PM The 7 Deadly

Sins of the
Middle School
Choir Director -

12:00-12:50

So You Think
You CAN'T
Dance? Easy
insider tips to
rocking musical
theatre
choreography

12:00-12:50

Legacy High
School
Wind Ensemble

12:00-12:45

Meet the CU
Boulder Music
Education
Department

12:00-12:50

Pizza with the
Presidents
12:00-1:00
(preregistration
required)

Building a
Legacy in the
Pursuit of
Excellence
(pertains to All
areas)
Ray Cramer
12:00-12:50

Expressive
Conducting:
Shaping sound
beyond the
beat pattern

12:00-12:50

Many Mistakes,
Many
Solutions: 25
challenges you
can overcome
with band and
orchestra

12:00-12:50

Exhibits Open
12:00-6:00pm

12:30 PM

1:00 PM Body Mapping
for Musicians:
Breathing -

1:00-1:50

We Are Family

1:00-1:50

CNAfME
Session:
Interview
"speed dating"

presiding
1:00-1:50

Cultural
Inclusion in
Music
Education: The
role of Banda
and Mariachi

1:00-1:50

The Care and
Feeding of your
Rhythm Section

1:00-1:50

Playing and
Teaching Ukulele
- How Fun is
This?

1:00-1:50

Classroom
Behavior
Strategies:
Achieving
success by
staying on
task-Demonstr
ation

1:00-1:50

Recorder
Readiness:
Creative tools
for building
music literacy
on recorder

Fostering
Mindfulness
and Self Care

:00-1:50

Ralston Valley
High School
Chamber
Orchestra

1:00-1:451:30 PM

2:00 PM Middle School
Magic: Music
for developing
voices - 

2:00-2:50

Distinctive
Literature for
Innovative
Programming -

2:00-2:50

Colorado State
University -
Pueblo
Wind Ensemble

2:00-2:45

Arts 360
Advocacy -
Building
Community
Partnerships

,
moderator
2:00-2:50

The Joy of
Recruitment
and Retention

2:00-2:50

The Dynamics
of Marching
Band:
Preparing for
rehearsals,
fundamentals
and all that
supports your
success with
Adjudication

2:00-2:50

More Musical
Theatre Staging
Techniques

2:00-2:50

Folk Dance
Remix: Mixing
old moves with
new grooves

2:00-2:50

Your First Year
in Modern
Band

2:00-2:50

Finding Your
Compass:
Programming
and repertoire
selection

2:00-2:50

Restorative
Practices For
the Music
Classroom

2:00-2:50
2:30 PM

3:00 PM T/B Reading
Session

3:00-3:50pm

Embrace the
Scoop and
“Smile!” CCM
in the
Traditional
Choir Setting

3:00-3:50

Carson MS
Eagle Choir

3:00-3:25

Towards An
Opportunity-Ba
sed Approach
to the
Ensemble
Rehearsal

3:00-3:50

Creating a Safe
Space for
Songwriters &
Creators: Best
practices for
music
educators in
higher
education

Making It More
Accessible:
Performing
electroacoustic
works with your
ensemble

3:00-3:50

Warm-ups That
Develop
Outstanding
String or Full
Orchestras

3:00-3:50

Brush Up Your
Woodwinds

3:00-3:50

PROCESS
MATTERS -
Using Literature
with your
Students

3:00-3:50

Musical
Theatre: During
the day and
beyond....

Trauma
Informed
Practices in the
Music
Classroom

r,

3:00-3:50

Lesher Middle
School
Jazz Band

3:00-3:30

Embracing
(Musical)
Space:
Integrating
music improv
and
composition to
music
curriculum

3:00-3:50

3:30 PM Denver School
of the Arts
Voces Valiosas
(Treble Choir)

3:30-3:55

4:00 PM Science on the
risers: Applying
acoustics to
achieve your
desired choral
tone

4:00-4:50

Falcon HS
Tenor/Bass
Choir

Intentional
Choral
Warm-Ups:
Skill building &
accountability -

4:00-4:50

Colorado
Christian
Wind Ensemble

4:00-4:45

A Fresh Look
at Sound
Innovations
and More!

4:00-4:50

Audio
Opitmization for
Marching Arts

:00-4:50

12 Ways to
Improve Your
Guitar Class

4:00-4:50

Before the
Method Book: A
step-by-step
guide to
launching
successful
middle school
beginners

4:00-4:50

Songwriting
Strategies

4:00 - 4:50

Blue Mountain
Elementary
School, Blue
Mountain Beats
Percussion
Ensemble
Concert

4:00-4:30

Guiding the
Arrow: Helping
students hit the
learning target

4:00-4:50

New Jazz
Reading
Session

4:00-5:00

Arts 360 - The
Power of the
Individual in
Advocacy and
Systems
Change

4:00-4:50pm4:30 PM Boulder HS
High Altitude
(SATB)

4:30-4:55

5:00 PM Creating
Connections
and Viewing
Content
followed by
Opening
Reception
5:00-6:00

5:15 PM

6:00 PM

CMEA Opening
Plenary Session-
Honor Awards
Ceremony and
Keynote -
8:30-8:45 Awards
Musicians with
Purpose

8:45-9:20

Roger
Emerson

Jeremy Fox

Jeremy
Manternach

Blythe
LaGasse
10:00-10:50

Craig Edgar Michael
Hopkins

Jack Yonce and
Raleigh "Butch"
Eversole, IV

Tanya Lejeune

Thomas Chen

Jeff Ogden
Erika VanDriel

Samuel
Anderson

Cathy Wahl

Victor Johnson

Daniela
Guzman-Eguez
11:00-11:50

Gary Lewis Athena Brass Thom Borden

Roy Bailey

Bobbie Ann
Neslon

Margaret Berg,
Ashley Civelli,
Benjamin
Golden, Ryan
Kimball, and
Alexandra J.
Sbarra

Bryce
Melaragno and
Kim
Wilson-Paugh

Loni Obluda

Roger Emerson

Katrina
Thomas and
Anika Borders

Brian Ebert
CU Boulder
Music
Education
faculty

Rachel
Waddell,
Andrés Felipe
Jaime and
Renee Gilliland

Chris Bernotas

Bridget Sweet

Victor Johnson

College/Univer
sity Council

Erika Vandriel
and Alfredo
Ramirez

John Gunther
Michael
Christiansen

Thomas Chen

Danielle Bayert
1:00-1:50

Krissie Weimer
1 Kelly Watts

Andy
Beck Victor Johnson Brett Keating

Cynthia
Eversole

Heather
Murphy

Beth Fabrizio

Jenny Hall
Tanya Lejeune
and Carrie
Nicholas

Mary Claxton

Weston Lewis
Megan Lewin

AJ Wulf

Ryan Deignan

Annette Lauer

Ian Henning

Dango Rose
3:00-3:50

Justin Hubbard
Bob Phillips

Peggy Rakas

Thom Borden
Jenny Last
3:00-3:50 Carla Aguila

Lindsay Latva
and Tami
LoSasso

Meghan Muñoz

Nicholas FelderMeaghan
Quigley

Jeremy
Manternach

Tyler Privia
4:00-4:25

Eric Posada

Mark Dorn
Bob Phillips
and Chris
Bernotas

Alex Entin
4

Michael
Christiansen

Michael
Windham and
Andrew
Holcombe

Mary Claxton

Director-Amber
Bartel

DeAnna Clink
and Jamie
Zupparo

Darin Kamstra

Laurie T. Schell

Kelly
Carmichael

Ray Cramer
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• Work one-on-one with world-class faculty
• Rehearse & perform in top-of-the-line facilities
• Enjoy a thriving metropolitan arts scene

du.edu/lamont

Scholarships
Available

Apply by January 15



IN-STATE TUITION FOR EVERYONE: $4,830*
REDUCED CAMPUS LIVING COSTS: $5,992*

GENEROUS SCHOLARSHIPS: UP TO $10,000
*Costs may vary based on room selection, number of credits, and individual program or class fees.

10+ ENSEMBLES | MUSIC | MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
400 SEAT PERFORMANCE HALL, RECORDING STUDIO, AND SO MUCH MORE!

(888) 675-0505 | enrollment@sheridan.edu | sheridan.edu/music



Find your music in the Rockies this summer!

JULY 14-26, 2026  ||  AGE 10–18

2-week camp for intermediate to
advanced middle & high school
musicians. Develop your unique
voice through chamber ensembles,
orchestra, performance classes,
private lessons, & more!

JUNE 16-21, 2026  ||  AGE 13-18

1-week deep dive
into the theory,
performance, &
history of jazz for
students of all
levels.

Junior Artist Intensive Jazz A to Z

For graduating seniors, check out our College Intensive!

Friday,
January 30,
2026

West - Divide
Room

West - Louis
Stratta Room

West - Rocky
Mountain
Ballroom

Broadmoor
Hall A

Broadmoor
Hall B

Broadmoor Hall
C

Broadmoor Hall
D/E

Broadmoor
Hall F

Main - Theatre Colorado Hall
A/B

Colorado Hall
D/E

Colorado Hall
C

Bartolin Hall
E-213/214

International
Center North

Bartolin Hall
207/208/209

Bartolin Hall
Exhibits

Broadmoor
Hall A Lobby

7:30 AM CMEA
Conference
Registration
7:30am-3:30pm8:00 AM Love,

Understanding,
Positivity:
Tenets for
building a
choral program

8:00-8:50

Winning
Warm-Ups! (for
Choirs of Any
Age)

8:00-8:50

Beyond the
Warm-up:
Maximizing
fundamental
growth in a wind
band rehearsal
J

Thriving on
Spreadsheets
and Good Ideas:
Tools for a
successful choir
program

8:00-8:50

ASBDA
Meeting

8:00-8:45

All-State Band
Steering
Committee
Meeting

8:00-8:45

Come and Join
in Our Shadow
Play

8:00-8:50

Pass
IT-Favorite
Passing
Games;
ROCKE
Presents:

8:00-8:50

8:30 AM

9:00 AM From Poetry to
Praise:
Teaching words
to dance

9:00-9:50

Sequins &
Strategy: Inside
the mind of
state champion
show choir
directors

9:00-9:50

Inspiring Youth in
the Art of Music
Making and
Mariachi Culture

9:00-9:50

Generative
Artificial
Intelligence in
the Music
Classroom

9:00-9:50

What Can My
Students Hear?
Developing
Aural Skills and
Tuning
Independence
in Orchestra

9:00-9:50

CBA Marching
Meeting

9:00-9:50

Stop Spinning
Your Wheels...
Start Using
Circle to Build
Community

9:00-9:50

Where's The
Hip In Your
Hop?

9:00-9:50

Listen, Learn, &
Play: Using
recorded music
to reinforce
music concepts

RESEARCH #1

Presiding
9:00-10:30

Janitell Junior
High Jazz Cats

9:00-9:30

Exhibits Open
9:00am-5:00pm

9:30 AM

10:00 AM Learning the
Language of
Jazz
Jennifer Barnes
10:00-10:50

Does It Take a
Superhero to
Teach Middle
School Choir?
(Spoiler: No
cape
required—but it
helps!)

10:00-10:50

Palisade High
School Aria

10:00-10:25

Fountain
Middle School
Symphonic
Winds

10:00-10:30

Music in the
City!: An
Overview of CU
Denver's Music
& Entertainment
Industry Studies
Program

Recording for the
21st Century
Classroom

10:00-10:50

PROCESS
MATTERS -
Using Rhymes
with your
Students

10:00-10:50

Alfred  Bloom:
Children's
Choir Music to
Grow On

10:00-10:50

Turn the Beat
Around from
Body
Percussion to
Orff
instruments
and Drums

10:00-10:50

CO ASTA
New Orchestra
Music
Session 1

10:15-11:00

Survive,
Stabilize,
Thrive: Going
beyond making
ends meet

10:00-10:50
10:30 AM Denver School

of the Arts High
School Chorale
(SATB)

10:30-10:55

Upbeat! The
Power Within

10:30-11:20

CO Music
Educators
Roundtable

Presiding
10:30-11:00

11:00 AM Low Voices,
High Results:
Tips for growth,
tone, and
teamwork in TB
choirs

11:00-11:50

Fully
Independent
Rehearsal a
Few Weeks
Into The School
Year

11:00-11:50

Fox Ridge MS
Select Choir

11:00-11:25

The Immense
Hidden Value of
a Music Degree
University of
Denver Lamont
School

11:00-11:50

Defunded.  Not
Defeated.

11:00-11:50

Harnessing the
Wiggles with
the Littles;
Rocky
Mountain Orff
presents

11:00-11:50

Keep the Song
Alive: Building
a singing
community in
the upper
Grades

11:00-11:50

Diverse
Children's
Literature for
Your Music
Classroom

11:00-11:50

CO ASTA
New Orchestra
Music
Session 2

11:15-12:0011:30 AM Erie MS Tiger
Lilly Treble

11:30-11:55

12:00 PM HS Treble
Reading
Session

12:00-12:50

Fountain Ft
Carson Wind
Ensemble

12:00-12:45

Retired
Luncheon

, Chair
12:00-1:30

Preparing for
Your Year One
Orchestra
Concert

12:00-12:50

A Little More
Drumming,
Please!

12:00-12:50

Music and
Children's
Books: A
harmonious
duet

12:00-12:50

CNAfME Session:
Maintaining
healthy
relationships with
performance

12:00-12:50

The Art of
2-Part: Choral
rep for any age

12:00-12:50
12:30 PM

1:00 PM Solving Drum
Set Problems In
The Classroom -
Q&A With
Berklee
Professor

1:00-1:50

Keyboard
Percussion
Fundamentals
for the Music
Educator

1:00-1:50

Edge of Your
Seat
Rehearsals:
Engage all
students
always

1:00-1:50

Orff Schulwerk
and Body
Percussion;
Rocky
Mountain Orff
presents:

1:00-1:50

Teller
Elementary,
Tiger Voices

1:00-1:30

Avoiding the
Worst
Compliment:
"That was
cute!"

1:00-1:50

Visible, Valued,
and Heard:
Supporting
LGBTQ+
Students Through
Music

1:00-1:50

Montrose High
School
Advanced Jazz
Ensemble

1:00-1:45

Less effort,
more energy -
Learning and
maintaining
effortless-ness
in violin playing

1:00-1:50

1:30 PM

2:00 PM Growing
Musicians:
Teaching music
in middle
school and
beyond

2:00-2:50

Voces de
México:
Building
cultural
understanding
through
authentic
programming

2:00-2:50

Denver School
of the Arts
Advanced
String
Ensemble

2:00-2:45

Save More Time
and Make More
Music With
CutTime!

2:00-2:50

Empower,
Engage,
Innovate: The
future is
student-led

2:00-2:50

Inspirational
Movement for
Ensemble
Directors: A
conducting
refresh

2:00-2:50

Rockin' the
Clarinet

2:00-2:50

The Empty
Classroom

2:00-2:50

Successful
Student
Teacher/Mentor
Teacher
Experiences

2:00-2:502:30 PM

3:00 PM "T&T": Texts
and tunes to
"ignite" your
middle school
choir

3:00-3:50

Less Is More:
Economizing
your
conducting
gesture

3:00-3:50

What's New at
QuaverMusic?

3:00-3:50

Audio Gear 101:
Cables,
microphones,
speakers, and
more

:00-3:50

More Than
Music: Crafting
Connection,
Culture, and
Character

3:00-3:50

PROCESS
MATTERS -
Using
Movement with
Your Students

3:00-3:50

Orff the Charts:
Engaging
lessons for the
upper music
classroom

3:00-3:50

Purposeful Play
Through
Small-Group
Games &
Centers

3:00-3:50

Come and Learn
Field Repair and
Inventory
Management!

3:00-3:30

University of
Colorado
Boulder Jazz
Band

3:00-3:453:30 PM

4:00 PM From Process
to Product: An
Orff and Choral
Breakdown

4:00-4:50

Colorado State
University
Concert Choir

4:00-4:45pm

University of
Denver Lamont
School of
Music
Symphony
Orchestra

4:00-4:45

Mic and Mix Tips
for Jazz and
Modern Band

4:00-4:50

Soundings:
Developing
Beautiful Tone
(pertains to All
areas)

4:00-4:50

Thunder Vista
P8, Thunder
Struck
Percussion
Ensemble

4:00-4:30

How Retired
Do You Want to
Be?

4:00-4:50
4:30 PM

5:00 PM

5:30 PM University Receptions - Various
Rooms - Check CMEA App
Schedule 5:30-6:45pm

6:00 PM

6:30 PM

7:00

Salsa Night
IC SOUTH
(ticket required)
7:00-9:30pm

9:30

What Do You
Mean You Want
My Data?
Aptitude
Testing and
Differentiation
in the Music
Room

8:00-8:50

Building a
Choral
Curriculum-
How to Make
Your Students
Excel!

12:00-12:50

Using AI to
Boost Teacher
Productivity &
Effectiveness in
the Music
Classroom

3:00-3:50

Eric Posada

Andy Beck

ayme Taylor
8:00-8:50

Bethany Meyer

Kevin Larson

Casey Cropp
George Halley

Melissa
Stouffer

Victor Johnson

Shawna
Holland and
Ryan Walter

Isahar Mendez
Sarah Off

Michael
Hopkins

WL
Whaley/Rick
Shaw

Amy Abbott

Roy Bailey

 Michael
Chandler
9:00-9:50

Krissie Weimer
Alfredo Junior
Molina-Nogal

Margie Camp

Matt Doty

Nicolas
Darpino

Kassandra
Lopez
10:00-10:50

Craig Edgar

Thom Borden
Andy Beck

Dena Byers

Chris Bernotas
Thomas Chen

Ryan Garrison

Matthew Arau
Martina Miranda

Victor Johnson Ian Henning

Shannon Schell

Brian Pertl

Kabin Thomas

Kris Olson Tanya Lejeune
Jennifer
McIntyre

Chris Bernotas

Abby Martinez

Kaia Monson
and Nicole
Ceciliani

Josh Race
Kirk Vogel

Michelle Ewer
Tony Hartman

Jennifer
McIntyre

MB Krueger

Andy Beck

Henrique De
Almeida

Shilo Stroman
Matthew Arau Kris Olson

Jennifer Bartos

Joshua Brink
Derek Hebert

Sheridan Loyd

Sarah Off

Bridget Sweet

Jill Burgett

Enrique
Lasansky

Rick Ghinelli
Kyle Liss

Matthew
Roeder

Beth Fabrizio Michelle Meyer

Krissie Weimer

Victor Johnson Brian Murray

Graham
Hepburn

Justin Hubbard
3

Phuong
Nguyen and
Peter Toews

Thom Borden Mackenzie
Sutphin and
Max Waters

Danielle Bayert
Golden Music
Staff

Paul Romaine

Dena Byers
Nathan Payant

Bryant
Denmark and
KeYuan Hsin

Alex Entin

Ray Cramer Mackenzie
Sutphin

Michelle Ewer

Jeff Ogden

Meaghan
Quigley

Martin Gilmore
and Stacey
Gilmore

VMC Visit Exhibits

GMC Visits Exhibits

1:00-2:00

Friday, January 30, 2026 Day at a Glance



Saturday
January 31,
2026

West - Divide
Room

West - Louis
Stratta Room

West - Rocky
Mountain
Ballroom

Broadmoor
Hall A

Broadmoor
Hall B

Broadmoor
Hall C

Broadmoor
Hall D/E

Broadmoor
Hall F

Main - Theatre Colorado Hall
A/B

Colorado Hall
D/E

Colorado Hall
C

Bartolin Hall
E-213/214

International
Center North

Bartolin Hall
207/208/209

Bartolin Hall
Exhibits

Broadmoor
Hall A Lobby

El Pomar
Room

7:00 AM State Assembly
Meeting
7:00-7:45

All-State
Orchestra
Board Meeting
7:00-7:45

7:45 AM

8:00 AM Colorado
Bandmasters
Association
Membership
Meeting

8:00-8:45

CMEA
Conference
Registration
8:00 - 10:00 am

8:30 AM

9:00 AM Music Theatre
for the Middles-
Upper
Elementary to
Middle School
Music Theatre

9:00-9:50

Rocky Heights
Middle School
Orchestra

9:00-9:30

Repair Tips and
Tricks for the
Instrumental
Music Teacher

9:00-9:50

CNAfME
President's
Meeting

9:00-9:50

A.I. is Coming,
But Not For
Your Job!

9:00-9:50

Inclusive
Student
Leadership,
Lead From Any
Chair

9:00-9:50

Meaningful
Movement! The
Movement
Games of
Dalcroze
Eurhythmics

9:00-9:50

Creating
Lifelong
Musicians:
Pedagogical
practices for
secondary
general music

9:00-9:50

RESEARCH #2

Presiding
9:00-10:30

Colorado Mesa
University Jazz
Band

9:00-9:45

Teacher
Attrition and
Strategies for
Maintaining or
Reigniting
Passion for the
Profession

9:00-9:50

Exhibits Open
9:00am-12:30pm

9:30 AM

10:00 AM A Critical Hit:
Innovative and
collaborative
concerts for all

10:00-10:50

Keep on
Keeping On:
Tips for
maintaining
energy and
drive
throughout your
ministry career

10:00-10:50

What the Tech?
Lessons
Learned from
20 Years of
Implementing
Technology

10:00-10:50

CNAfME
Membership
Meeting

10:00-10:50

Demystifying
Latin Jazz: A
practical guide
to teaching
Latin Jazz

10:00-10:50

Untangling the
Metal
Spaghetti:
Debunking
common horn
myths and
mysteries

10:00-10:50

Move, Groove,
and Create

10:00-10:50

Johnson
Elementary
School, Husky
Choir

10:00-10:30

Music, Moves,
and
Mindfulness: A
creative spin on
behavior
support

10:00-10:50

The Hand
You’re Dealt:
Flipping Limits
into Leverage
in Music
Programs

10:00-10:50
10:30 AM Grand

Mountain
School Girls
Choir

10:30-10:55

11:00 AM Thinking
Outside the
Voice Box:
Adolescent
voice change

11:00-11:50

Exercises to
Empower
Singers
Through
Kinesthesia

11:00-11:50

Cherokee Trail
HS Cut Time

11:00-11:25

Denver School
of the Arts
Wind Ensemble

11:00-11:45

Making
Practice
Happen: Tools,
strategies, and
inspiration for
modern
learners

11:00-11:50

Tech Tools for
Modern Band

11:00-11:50

Moving a Song;
Rocky
Mountain Orff
presents:

11:00-11:50

Alfred: Sing,
Move, Play!
Music &
Materials for
Kids

11:00-11:50

Behavior as
Communication
: Decoding
student needs
with choice
theory

11:00-11:50

Demystifying
Woodwind
Teaching

11:00-11:50

Arvada West
High School
Chamber
Orchestra

11:00-11:45

Middle School
All-State Choir
Board Meeting
11:00am-1:00p
m11:30 AM Grandview HS

Jazz Choir -

11:30-11:55
12:00 PM How to Practice

Improvising
Using Solfége -
Connecting Our
Ears to Jazz
Harmony

12:00-12:50

MuseScore
Studio for
Music
Educators

12:00-12:50

What's So
Fetch About
Solfege?
ROCKE
Presents:

12:00-1:00

Musicians for
Life: An SEL
approach to
musicianship

12:00-12:50

Those Who
Dream:
Empowering
underrepresent
ed voices in
music

12:00-12:50

12:30 PM

1:00 PM All-State Jazz
Choir Concerts
Mixed Jazz
Choir - Jeremy
Fox
Tenor/Bass
Jazz Choir -
Ryan Deignan
Treble Jazz
Choir - Jennifer
Barnes
1:00-3:00

Concert Band
Reading
Session
UNC Wind
Ensemble

1:00-1:50

Colorado ASTA
General
Membership
Meeting

1:00-1:50
1:30 PM

2:00 PM CEASC choir
warm-ups
2:00-3:00

All-State Jazz
Band Concerts
Small Schools

Large Schools

2:00-3:30

2:30 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM CEASC photo
4:00 PM

4:30 PM Colorado
Elementary
All-State Choir
Concert
Vivace Choir -

and Presto
Choir - 

4:30-5:30

5:00 PM

5:30 PM CEASC
Student
Pick-Up

6:00 PM

All Thumbs?
Exercises for
Tackling the
Left-Hand in
the Classroom

Karen Gregg

Krystal Myers

Scott
McGowen Angela Roehl

Ethan Barker
and Elise Ehlert

James Frankel

Matthew Arau
Jake Elam

Carla Aguilar
and Luke
Wachter

Krissie Weimer

Sean Flanigan

Tim Cox

Caroline
Aylward

Victor Johnson

Matt Ferry

Ethan Barker
and Elise Ehlert

Alejandro
Castano and
Victor Mestas Nicholas

Gledhill

Tony Hartman

Breanne
Mathias

Sarah Volk and
Rhonda Blair

Andrew
Bajorek

Carlos
Gonzalez

Bridget Sweet Zacharia Smith
and Alice Del
Simone

Aaron Jaramillo
Michael Paulez

Megan Lewin

Mary Claxton

Kris Olson
Andy Beck

Amber Salaz

Sam Post
Jesse
Vanlandingham

Teresa
Newman

Hannah
Rodriguez

Marc Sabatella
Melissa
Stouffer

Rachel Lesser

Chue Vue and
Xareny
Polanco

Wesley
Broadnax

Lindsay
Genadek

Annie Booth

Caleb
Chapman

Dena Byers

Michael
Chandler

Meredith
Blecha-Wells
and Jacqueline
Skara

Mixed &
Mingle: A high
school reading
session

9:00-9:50
Andy Beck

Saturday, January 31, 2026 Day at a Glance



UNDERGRADUATE & GRADUATE DEGREE AREAS
EDUCATION l CONDUCTING l THERAPY l PERFORMANCE l COMPOSITION l JAZZ STUDIES

FULL-TIME MUSIC EDUCATION MASTERS DEGREES
M.M., Music Education l M.M., Music Education with Licensure l M.M. Music Education, Composition

INNOVATIVE ONLINE DEGREES with SHORT-TERM SUMMER RESIDENCIES
M.M., Music Education, Kodály l M.M., Music Education, Conducting l Master of Music Therapy

SPECIALIZED GRADUATE PROGRAMS
Colorado Kodály Institute l Graduate String Quartet Program 

Arts Management Degree l Ph.D. in Music Therapy

ANNUAL ALL-STATE INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS
Videos help high school instrumental students prepare for upcoming auditions. 

Available each fall

SCAN ME 
TO VIEW
THE CSU MUSIC 
BROCHURE m u s i c . c o l o s t a t e . e d u  # c s u m u s i c

2026 AUDITION DATES: JAN. 24, FEB. 14, FEB. 16, AND FEB. 21
Undergraduate Scholarships and Graduate Assistantships Available Registration required.

SCHOOL OF MUSIC, THEATRE, AND DANCE

Universi t y  Center for  the Ar ts

Advanced musical training, professional-level 
experiences, diverse opportunities for collaboration and a 
spirit of inclusive excellence await you at the University of 
Colorado Boulder College of Music. 
Our faculty are deeply dedicated pedagogues standing 
by to support your success, whether your passion is 
to teach, perform, compose, research or rethink music 
entirely.
Discover our wide-ranging undergraduate and graduate 
degree options—including our Summer Master of Music 
Education, designed for the working educator.

Expand your range in the foothills of the Rockies.

undergraduate.music@colorado.edu
graduate.music@colorado.edu

Application deadlines: 
Dec. 1, 2025 (grad/undergrad priority)
Feb. 1, 2026 (undergrad final)
March 1, 2026 (Summer MME) 
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experiences, diverse opportunities for collaboration and a 
spirit of inclusive excellence await you at the University of 
Colorado Boulder College of Music. 
Our faculty are deeply dedicated pedagogues standing 
by to support your success, whether your passion is 
to teach, perform, compose, research or rethink music 
entirely.
Discover our wide-ranging undergraduate and graduate 
degree options—including our Summer Master of Music 
Education, designed for the working educator.

Expand your range in the foothills of the Rockies.

undergraduate.music@colorado.edu
graduate.music@colorado.edu

Application deadlines: 
Dec. 1, 2025 (grad/undergrad priority)
Feb. 1, 2026 (undergrad final)
March 1, 2026 (Summer MME) 





CMEA Hall of Fame
1984-1985

*Katharyn Bauder, *Warner Imig, *John C. Kendel
*Hugh McMillen, *Leo Meyer, *John T. Roberts 

*Wayman Walker

1985-1986
*JoAnn Baird, *Laurene Edmondsen, *Gus Jackson

*Curtis Johnson, *Ralph Levy, *Philomene Liesen

1986-1987
*Margaret Cassario, *Byron Gillett, *John Held 

*E’Rena Hockenberry, *James Miller

1987-1988
*Phyllis Armstrong, *Alex Campbell, *Dwight Dale

*Eugene Hilligoss, *Lloyd Jensen, *Ed Kehn, *E.E. Mohr

1988-1989
*Earl Berglund, *John Cummins, *Mabel Henderson 

*Dwight Nofziger, *Randall Spicer, *Mary Villa

1989-1990
Steve Busch

1990-1991
*William F. Funke, *Ralph King

1991-1992
*Charles Byers, *Elza Daugherty, Dan Grace

Robert Hurrell, Kevin McCarthy

1992-1993
*Roger Dexter Fee, Jess Gerardi, *John Kincaid 

*Larry Perkins, Duane Strachan, *Paul “Mickey” Zahradka

1993-1994
Harley Brown, *J. DeForest Cline, Patsy Nix 

*L.E. “Dick” Smith, *Byron Syring

1994-1995
*Gregory Bueche, *Fred Fink, *Norma Hess

*Randolph Jones, *Margurite O’Day, *Mike Weiker

1995-1996
*Chuck Cassio, *Violette McCarthy, *Charles Meeker 

*William Reeves, *Rodney Townley

1996-1997
*John McGregor, *Dorothy McKeag, Glenn Shull

1997-1998
*Patricia Guadnola, Don Shupe, Willie Hill, Jr. 

1998-1999
Kenneth Butcher, *Shirley Reed, 

*Larry Overton, Robert Zachman

1999-2000
Kenneth G. Evans, *Bette Lunn 

Steven McNeal, Howard M. Skinner

2000-2001
*Frank W. Baird, Roxanne Bates 

*Larry Wallace, *Otto Werner

2001-2002
*Frank Montera

2002-2003
Donald Kimble, Duane Zanotelli

2003-2004
*Charlotte Adams, Michael J. Kornelsen 

*Richard A. Kusk, James A. Lunn, *Ed Nuccio

2004-2005
Doug Downey, Craig Ketels, *Joe Ernie Montoya

2005-2006
Rebecca Anderson, Joseph Brice, James McNeal 

David Prichard, *Jerry Teske, *Lynn Whitten
*Evelyn Whitten

2006-2007
Brian Hopwood, *Janet Montgomery, Keith Simpson

2007-2008
Elva Jean Bolin, Susan Day

2008-2009
*Barbara Grenoble, Jim Keller, Steve Meininger 

Ron Revier, Cherilyn Smith-Bidstrup

2009-2010
Steve Christopher, *Paul Schneider

2010-2011
Linwood Warwick

2011-2012
Ken Anderson, Margie Camp 

Dotty Reaves, Peggy Rosenkranz

2012-2013
*Dean Bushnell, Mike DeLuca, William Erickson

2013-2014
Michelle Ewer, Cindy McCaskill, Fred Selby, Ken Singleton

2014-2015
Andrea L. Meyers

2015-2016
Nancy Dunkin, WL Whaley

2016-2017
Ed Cannava, *Linda Hall, Richard Shaw

2017-2018
Richard Larson, Katharine Mason

2018-2019
Gary Ambrosier, Patricia Kidd

2019-2020
Gary Hall, Kirk Vogel, Jack Yonce

2020-2021
Cameron Law, Anne Paulu

2021-2022
James Austin, Tana Knopf

2022-2023
Amber Campbell, Sharon Darland, Sheri McKelfresh

2023-2024
Allen McMurray, Michael Mozingo

2024-2025
Raleigh E. (Butch) Eversole, Janice Vlachos

2025-26
Wayne Genova, Scott Singmaster

* Deceased



			   2026 Hall of Fame
			   Wayne Genova

For more than fifty years, Wayne Genova has been a guid-
ing force in Colorado music education. His career as a 
teacher, administrator, adjudicator, and statewide lead-
er reflects a rare blend of artistic excellence, educational 
insight, and a deep belief in music’s power to transform 
students’ lives. His influence spans classrooms, festivals, 

and programs across the state, touching countless students and educators, and his 
induction into the CMEA Hall of Fame honors a lifetime devoted to elevating music 
education in Colorado.

Wayne’s service to CMEA is extensive and impactful. As Specialist of Music Education 
for Pueblo School District 60, he served for many years on the CMEA Vocal Council, 
helping facilitate reading sessions, secure headliners, and coordinate performing en-
sembles for the annual CMEA Conference—strengthening professional development 
opportunities statewide.

Over the next two decades, Wayne became a cornerstone of the CMEA All-State 
Choir Board. As Chair and later Head Judge, he brought fairness, clarity, and high 
artistic standards to Colorado’s premier choral event. He helped shape adjudication 
practices, prepared judges for CHSAA Large Group Festivals, and modeled profes-
sionalism that continues to influence vocal adjudication across the state. Many educa-
tors credit Wayne with shaping their understanding of thoughtful, student-centered 
evaluation.

Wayne’s classroom legacy is equally profound. At Freed Middle School and Pueblo 
South High School, his choral programs were known for excellence, inclusivity, and 
vibrant ensemble culture. His choirs earned Superior ratings, appeared at the CMEA 
Conference, and performed nationally and internationally, including Carnegie Hall 
and tours abroad. Even in retirement, Wayne continues to mentor educators and sup-
port music programs statewide.

CMEA proudly recognizes Wayne Genova as a 2026 Hall of Fame inductee, honoring a 
career defined by service, excellence, and lifelong dedication to Colorado music edu-
cation.



2026 Hall of Fame
			       Scott Singmaster

Scott Singmaster has devoted his career to inspiring young mu-
sicians across Colorado Springs, shaping generations of student 
performers through his dedication to teaching and his unwavering 
belief in the power of music. A 1979 graduate of Palmer High School 
knew from the age of nine that he wanted to be a band director. 

After earning his Bachelor of Arts in Music Education from the University of Northern Colo-
rado in 1984, he returned to Colorado Springs for student teaching assignments at Mitchell 
High School and two District 11 elementary schools. His early work as a districtwide substitute 
quickly revealed his talent, leading to a full-time band position at Falcon High School and 
Middle School in 1985.

Singmaster later joined Academy District 20, first at Timberview Middle School and then as a 
founding cadre member at Mountain Ridge Middle School, where he helped establish a thriv-
ing music program during his ten-year tenure. He returned to Timberview in 2007, continuing 
to build ensembles known for both their musical excellence and the deep community they 
foster. Always committed to improving his craft, he earned a Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary 
Studies from UNC in 1994. His leadership within the profession includes service on the Board 
of Directors of the Colorado Music Educators Association, and his seventh-grade band was 
selected to perform at the CMEA Conference—an honor that highlights the high level of his 
students’ achievement.

A member of the American Bandmasters Association and Phi Beta Mu, Singmaster has re-
ceived recognition from the Arts Business Education Consortium, the Colorado Music Educa-
tors Association, and the Colorado Springs Veterans’ Day Parade. Rooted in the mentorship 
he received from Palmer directors Norm Smith and Frank Montera, his teaching philosophy 
centers on cultivating a lifelong love of music, not just mastery of notes and technique. To-
gether with longtime colleague Chuck Silloway, he has modeled perseverance, teamwork, and 
integrity for hundreds of young musicians each year. Their ensembles—often numbering more 
than 150 eighth-grade students and over 300 seventh-grade players—regularly deliver perfor-
mances that astonish audiences with their unity, artistry, and heart.

Known for his humility and his deep passion for teaching, Singmaster continues to shape the 
musical lives of Colorado’s young people with the same joy and purpose that first inspired him 
as a child. His colleagues, students, and community celebrate his lasting influence and his 
well-earned place in the Hall of Fame.



2026 Honored Administrator

			   Meghan Sanders
Meghan Sanders has been an educator for 19 years, serving 7 
years in the classroom, 2 as an instructional coach, 6 as an as-
sistant principal, and 4 as principal at Rampart High School.  
She started her career as a math teacher at North Torrence High 
School in California before moving to Colorado.  She also taught 
math at Rampart from 2008 to 2014. For two years she worked 
as an instructional coach at Skyview Middle School in Colorado 
Springs before moving into an Assistant Principal role at SMS 
from 2016 to 2021.  She returned to Rampart as an Assistant Prin-

cipal from 2021 to 2022.  She became Principal of Rampart High School in 2022.  



2026 Exemplary Service to 
Music Education

			       Gary Ambrosier
Gary Ambrosier has devoted more than five decades to elevating 
music education in Colorado and across the region. A 1968 grad-
uate of Colorado State University, he began his career as band 
director in Bayfield before continuing his work in Rudyard Area 
Schools (MI), Glenwood Springs High School, and finally Central 
High School in Grand Junction, where he led a highly respected 
band program from 1979–1994. He later served as Assistant Prin-
cipal at Grand Mesa Middle School and as Music Coordinator for 
School District 51, where he supported teachers, expanded oppor-

tunities for students, and strengthened districtwide music initiatives.

Ambrosier’s impact extends far beyond the classroom. He was a principal architect of the 
current CHSAA Music Festival guidelines and procedures and played a key role in modern-
izing the adjudication process throughout Colorado. His leadership helped shift evaluation 
practices toward a more objective, numerically based system that emphasized clarity and 
consistency. As the founding force behind the Colorado Music Adjudicators Association, he 
guided the organization for more than three decades (1993–2025), developing training for 
adjudicators and shaping statewide standards for large group festivals.

Throughout his career, Ambrosier held numerous leadership positions, including President 
of the CSU Band, District 13 MSBOA in Michigan, CMEA Instrumental Council, and Colorado 
Bandmasters Association, as well as serving as All-State Jazz Coordinator and a member of 
the CHSAA Music Committee. His excellence has been recognized widely, with inductions 
into the CHSAA Hall of Fame (2013), Colorado Bandmasters Hall of Fame (2011), and CMEA 
Hall of Fame (2019), along with honors such as the CHSAA Distinguished Service Award, 
National High School Federation Teacher of the Year, the U.S. Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and the Champion of the Arts Award.

Gary Ambrosier’s career is defined by integrity, innovation, and unwavering service. His in-
fluence continues to shape adjudication, leadership, and music education across Colorado, 
making him a truly deserving recipient of the 2026 Exemplary Service to Music Education 
Award.



2026 Outstanding 
Young Music Educator

			   Sam Anderson
It is a privilege to honor Sam Anderson with the 2026 CMEA 
Outstanding Young Educator Award. In just three years at Lew-
is-Palmer High School, Sam has transformed the music program 
into a vibrant, student-centered community. Under his leadership, 
the jazz program has tripled in enrollment, the Wind Ensemble 
has earned superior ratings and qualified for state festivals, and 
countless students have participated in All-State and honor en-
sembles. Beyond these achievements, Sam has created programs 
like the Music Educational Field Experience Program to mentor 

future educators, reflecting his deep commitment to cultivating the next generation of 
musicians and teachers.

Sam’s approach to music education goes far beyond technique and performance. He be-
lieves that “music is the pursuit of understanding ourselves, each other, the world, and 
life through organized sound.” His classrooms are spaces where students are encour-
aged to take risks, explore creativity, and grow not just as musicians, but as thoughtful, 
resilient, and expressive young people. As one of his students reflected after a challeng-
ing audition: “Give him a chance, and like myself, he will take to it with every effort he 
can give. This is his passion, but greater still, his LIFE.” Sam’s ability to inspire, guide, and 
connect with his students exemplifies the very best of music education.

Beyond his own ensembles, Sam is a tireless advocate for professional growth and col-
laboration. He regularly hosts guest directors, participates in professional development, 
and serves on the board of the Pikes Peak Jazz and Swing Society. He brings energy, 
humility, and a growth mindset to every interaction, modeling for both students and 
colleagues the value of lifelong learning. Frederick Buechner once wrote, “The place God 
calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” 
Sam embodies this in every rehearsal, every mentorship, and every performance.

This morning, we celebrate Sam Anderson not only for his musical accomplishments but 
for his character, dedication, and the enduring impact he has on his students and com-
munity. He exemplifies the highest ideals of our profession, and it is with great pride that 
we honor Sam Anderson as an outstanding young educator whose work will resonate for 
generations to come.



2026 Outstanding 
Young Music Educator

			       Benjamin Corneliusen
Benjamin Corneliusen is a versatile multi-instrumentalist and pas-
sionate music educator based in northern Colorado. Since 2022, 
he has served as Director of Bands at Eaton High School, where he 
enjoys fostering students’ growth through music. A summa cum 
laude graduate of the University of Northern Colorado with a de-
gree in Music Education, Benjamin studied with respected teachers 
and performers including Kenneth Singleton, Dick Mayne, Dana 
Landry, Erik Applegate, Jim White, Drew Zaremba, Kenyon Brenner, 
and Camille Thurman.

Raised in Colorado Springs, Benjamin has performed with award-winning groups such 
as UNC’s Lab I, Funk & Soul Lab, Academy Jazz Ensemble, and the Summit Jazz Ensem-
ble. He has also been selected for conducting symposiums and workshops alongside 
distinguished artists and ensembles at the professional level.

As a clinician and educator, Benjamin has guided ensembles to appearances at the Col-
orado Music Educators Association Conference, the UNC/Greeley Jazz Festival, the Col-
orado Bandmasters Association State Marching Band Championships, and the Colorado 
Bandmasters Association State Concert Band Festival. He works regularly with bands 
across northern Colorado and maintains a private saxophone studio, where many of his 
students earn spots in numerous state honor bands.  He also serves on the Board for the 
Colorado Bandmasters Association and enjoys collaborating with other band directors 
across the state.  Additionally, he worked with the Troopers Drum & Bugle Corps as their 
Tour Manager for the 2025 season.

Outside of performing and teaching, Benjamin enjoys running, hiking, playing chess, and 
spending time with his wife, Shaina. He’s proud to be part of the Eaton community and 
looks forward to continuing to shape and grow its music program in the years ahead. 
What began as a love for music education has become a deeply rewarding career - one 
he can’t imagine trading for anything else.



2026 
25-Year Awards

			   Scott McGowan
Scott McGowan is a dedicated music educator with 26 years of teach-
ing experience spanning elementary, middle, high school, and univer-
sity levels. His career includes serving as Band and Orchestra Director 
at Rocky Heights Middle School for 13 years, General Music Teacher 
at Roxborough Elementary for 2 years, Band and Orchestra Director 
for Thunder Ridge elementaries for 5 years, and Band Director at Air 
Academy High School for 3 years, where he also spent 2 years as As-
sistant Director of Band and Choir. Additionally, he taught as a Wood-
wind Instructor at Adams State University for one year. Mr. McGowan’s 

ensembles have earned numerous superior ratings and distinctions, including performances 
at the Colorado Music Educators Association (CMEA) Conference in 2026, appearances at 
the State Concert Band Festival, and a Marching Band State Championship. His excellence 
in teaching has also been recognized through inclusion in Who’s Who Among America’s 
Teachers.  Mr. McGowan maintains membership involvement in CMEA, CBA, and ASBDA.
Scott will receive his award at 9:00am on Saturday, January 31 at the Rocky Heights Midde School 
Band performance in International Center North.

Kim Wilson Paugh
Kimberly Wilson-Paugh is a seasoned music educator with 26 years of 
experience, primarily serving as Band and Orchestra Director at Drake 
Middle School, as well as teaching general music at Pleasant View El-
ementary and directing band and choir programs across several Lake-
wood-area schools. In addition to her classroom and ensemble leader-
ship, she has contributed as a brass technician for multiple high school 
marching bands and as an assistant for Arvada West High School’s 

marching program. Ms. Wilson-Paugh has been recognized for her ensembles with numer-
ous Superior and Excellent ratings and has shared her expertise as a clinician at the Mid-
west Clinic, CMEA, CBA, and within the Jeffco School District. She has also held significant 
leadership and advocacy roles through Jeffco’s Music Advocacy and Advisory Committees 
and has been actively involved in professional organizations for decades, including CMEA, 
NAfME, Colorado Bandmasters, Phi Beta Mu, and ASBDA, demonstrating her sustained 
commitment to music education and community impact.

Kim will receive her award at 12:00pm on Thursday, January 29, 2026 at the Legacy High School 
Wind Ensemble performance in Broadmoor Hall B. 



2026 
25-Year Awards

			   Ariane Pegler
Ariane Pegler is an accomplished music educator with 25 years of teach-
ing experience, currently serving as Instrumental Music Teacher at Star-
gate School since 2003. Earlier in her career, she taught 5th-grade band 
across several elementary schools in the Boulder Valley School District 
and served as assistant band director at Angevine Middle School. Ms. 
Pegler’s ensembles have achieved top honors, including first place in 
the Full Orchestra Division at the 2025 National Orchestra Festival 
sponsored by ASTA, as well as Superior and Excellent ratings at ASTA 

regional and state festivals, CHSAA events, and the Elitch Music Festivals. Recognized 
for her leadership and dedication, she was nominated for Teacher of the Year by the Front 
Range Youth Symphony in 2023, serves as a CHSAA judge for band, orchestra, and solo 
competitions, and contributes actively to professional organizations including ASTA, CBA, 
NAfME, and Tri-M, while also leading high school grade-level teams, sponsoring clubs, 
and serving on accountability committees at Stargate.

Ariane will receive her award at 2:00pm on Friday, January 30, 2026 at the Denver School of the 
Arts Orchestra performance in Broadmoor Hall B. 

		  Shahniz Shirazi
Shahniz Shirazi is an accomplished educator with 25 years of teach-
ing experience across multiple states and school systems. Her career 
includes teaching roles at Rose Stein IB Elementary, Pinnacle Charter 
School, the Arizona Conservatory for Arts and Academics, Jeffco Pub-
lic Schools, and the Rochester City School District. During her tenure 
at the Arizona Conservatory for Arts and Academics, she earned sev-
eral distinctions, including the Principal’s Award, Leadership Award, 
and Teamwork Award. In addition to her extensive classroom expe-

rience, Ms. Shirazi is a seven-time Grammy nominee and has demonstrated strong lead-
ership as a former department leader at ACAA and as CEO of Collective Joy Productions 
LLC. She is also an active member of professional organizations such as NafME and CMEA, 
reflecting her commitment to excellence and continued growth in music education.

Shahniz will receive her award at 10:00am on Saturday, January 31 at the Johnson Elementary 
School Husky Choir performance in Coloardo Hall A/B. 



2026 
25-Year Awards

			   Cathy Wahl
Cathy Wahl is a distinguished music educator with 38 years of expe-
rience and a long-standing record of excellence in both performance 
and leadership. She has earned numerous honors, including selection 
for the Colorado Music Educators Honor Performance Band in 2023 
and 2026, multiple ASBDA State Chapter Awards, the Colorado Band-
masters Association Distinguished Band Award, and recognition as 
Schomp Honda Denver Metro Teacher of the Year in 2020. Her ensem-
bles have consistently received Superior ratings at CBA festivals and 

other events, and she has been instrumental in founding the ASBDA Metro Solo & Ensem-
ble Festival. Beyond her teaching and performance accomplishments, Ms. Wahl has held 
prominent leadership roles in professional organizations, including CMEA, CBA, NAfME, 
Phi Beta Mu, and ASBDA—serving as ASBDA National President-Elect, Treasurer, Region 1 
Representative, and Colorado State Chair—reflecting her deep commitment to advancing 
music education at both the state and national levels.  

Cathy will receive her award at 11:00am on Thursday, January 29, 2026 at the Ken Caryl 
Middle School Band performance in Broadmoor Hall B.

			   Kathryn C Ward
Kathryn C. Ward is a highly experienced music educator with 34 years 
in the profession, teaching across a variety of grade levels and schools. 
Her career includes roles at Prairie Winds Elementary School and Sierra 
Vista Elementary School within Pueblo School District 70, Kindermusik 
Educator positions, and extensive K–12 general and vocal music in-
struction in Maine, including leadership roles across multiple elemen-
tary, middle, and high schools. Ms. Ward’s dedication has been recog-

nized through multiple teaching awards from Pueblo District 70, honoring her 5, 10, 15, and 
20 years of service. She has also contributed to the professional music education commu-
nity through active membership and leadership in organizations such as ACDA—serving as 
Maine ACDA President in 1989–1990—MMEA, CMEA, FAME, ROCKE, OAKE, NEA, and CEA, 
reflecting her longstanding commitment to excellence and advocacy in music education.

Kathy will receive her award at 1:00pm on Friday, January 30, 20262029 at the 
Teller Elemenatry Tiger Voices performance in Colorado Hall A/B.



Make Music. Make an Impact. 
At Colorado Christian University’s School of Music, your talent meets purpose.
Study with accomplished Christian musicians, grow your skills, and prepare for 
a career that glorifies God through music.

Explore majors and minors in Music, Music Theatre, Worship Arts, and more.

B.A. in Music
 • Music
 • Commercial Music
 • Music Composition
 • Music Performance
 • Music Production and  
   Engineering

B.A. in Music Theatre

B.M. in Music Education

B.M. in Worship Arts

Minors
 • Dance
 • Sacred Music and Literature
 • Contemporary Music
 • Music
 • Music Theatre
 • Theatre

Conducting Certificate

Scan for more info!



2026 
Legacy Sponsor

Alfred Music and 
MusicMaker

Heath Mathews, speaker
Heath Mathews is the General Manager at MakeMusic, a leading com-
pany in the music education technology space, where he has driven 
growth and strategy across the organization, progressing from prod-
uct-focused roles to his current leadership position. 

Leveraging his Doctorate in Music from the University of Minneso-
ta and 20 years of industry experience, Dr. Mathews is dedicated to 

empowering the work of music educators through innovation. With a focus on strategic 
growth, he has led MakeMusic and Alfred Music in advancing music education by convert-
ing static scores into dynamic, interactive digital content. Additionally, Dr. Mathews works 
to enable other major industry partners in transitioning their catalogs into the digital-first 
era. By bridging the gap between music publishing and classroom-ready software, he 
ensures educators have access to the world’s premier repertoire through immersive, da-
ta-driven learning experiences. 



2026 
KeyNote Speaker

			   Ray Cramer
Ray E. Cramer is internationally recognized as one of the most influen-
tial wind conductors, pedagogues, and arts leaders in American music 
education. He holds a BA in Education from Western Illinois University 
and an MFA from the University of Iowa, and has been awarded honor-
ary doctorates from Western Illinois University and Vandercook College 
of Music. In recognition of his global impact, he was named an Honor-
ary Professor at the Musashino Academy of Music in Tokyo in 2009.

Cramer began his career teaching public school music in Illinois, Iowa, and Ohio before 
joining the faculty of the Indiana University School of Music in 1969. Over a distinguished 
36-year tenure, he served as Director of Bands for 24 years, guiding the Indiana University 
Wind Ensemble to international prominence. Under his leadership, the ensemble appeared 
at major national and international conferences, including multiple American Bandmasters 
Association and CBDNA conventions, national MENC conferences, repeated performances 
at The Midwest Clinic, and a landmark tour of Japan that included performances in six cities 
and the Japan Band Clinic.

In addition to his administrative leadership, Cramer taught graduate courses in wind con-
ducting, history, and literature, and conducted the Indiana University Orchestra for seven 
seasons. His influence as a teacher and mentor has shaped generations of conductors and 
music educators now serving in leadership roles across the profession.

A past president of the College Band Directors National Association, the American Band-
masters Association, and The Midwest Clinic, Cramer has also held leadership roles within 
numerous regional and national organizations. His many honors include the Edwin Franko 
Goldman Award, the Midwest Clinic Medal of Honor, induction into the Bands of America 
Hall of Fame, and election to the NBA Hall of Fame of Distinguished Conductors. He is also 
an Honorary Life Member of the Colorado Bandmasters Association.

Now residing in Colorado Springs, Ray Cramer remains actively engaged as a clinician and 
guest conductor while continuing a lifelong commitment to musical excellence, mentor-
ship, and service to the profession alongside his wife, Molly.
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MUSIC 
IS THE KEY

TO LEARNING
Here at West Music and Music ConstructED, we 

believe that music is a master key for learning. And 

we’re passionate about supporting students and 

their teachers as they unlock each and every door.

westmusic.com

Classroom Instruments • Curriculum • Lesson Plans • 
Professional Development • And More



Find your music in the Rockies this summer!

JULY 14-26, 2026  ||  AGE 10–18

2-week camp for intermediate to
advanced middle & high school
musicians. Develop your unique
voice through chamber ensembles,
orchestra, performance classes,
private lessons, & more!

JUNE 16-21, 2026  ||  AGE 13-18

1-week deep dive
into the theory,
performance, &
history of jazz for
students of all
levels.

Junior Artist Intensive Jazz A to Z

For graduating seniors, check out our College Intensive!

Where music,
technology, and
creativity converge.

@QuaverEd
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©MMXXI QuaverEd.com LLC All Rights Reserved.

Get started now at
QuaverEd.com
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1943-1946 Hugh E. McMillen+*
1946-1948 Katharyn Bauder*
1948-1950 Gus E. Jackson*
1950-1952 Mabel Henderson*
1952-1954 Paul Zahradka*
1954-1956 Warner L. Imig*
1956-1958 John T. Roberts+*
1958-1960 John Held+*
1960-1962 Byron Syring*
1962-1964 Charles Meeker*
1964-1966 Leo Meyer*
1966-1968 Jo Ann Baird+*
1968-1970 Dwight Dale *
1970-1972 James Miller*
1972-1974 Alex Campbell+*
1974-1976 Ralph Levy*
1976-1978 Larry Perkins*
1978-1980 E’Rena Hockenberry*
1980-1982 Kevin McCarthy
1982-1984 Herbert Goodrich
1984-1987 Earl Berglund*

1987-1990 Elza Daugherty+*
1990-1992 Norma Hess*
1992-1994 Mike Weiker*
1994-1996 Willie Hill, Jr.#
1996-1998 Bette Lunn*
1998-2000 Frank Montera*
2000-2002 Michael Kornelsen
2002-2004 Janet Montgomery*
2004-2006 Steve Meininger
2006-2008 Michelle Ewer
2008-2010 Cindy McCaskill
2010-2012 Tricia Kidd+
2012-2014 Richard Shaw
2014-2016 Mark Hudson
2016-2018 Raleigh “Butch” Eversole
2018-2019 Mark Walters*
2018-2022 Kevin Beaber
2022-2024 Cynthia Eversole

*deceased
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Adams State University
•	 Kara Van Gleson
•	 kvangieson@adams.

edu
•	 Music.eadams.edu

University
son 
AdvantEdge Tours LLC

•	 Urte Land
•	 urte.land@icloud.com
•	 advantedgetours.com

Tour company who provides 
customized travel for Music 
Performance Groups.a

Alfred Music
•	 Dana Grachek
•	 Events@alfred.com
•	 Alfred.com

Since 1922, Alfred Music 
has produced educational, 
reference, pop, and 
performance materials 
for teachers, students, 
professionals, and hobbyists 
spanning every instrument, 
style, and difficulty level.

Allegro Music
•	 Rick Henson
•	 Rick@

allegromusicparker.com
Instrument rentals, repairs 
and lessons. 

America’s Best Company 
(Musical Frogs)
•	 Tammi Cohen
•	 Denvertlc@comcast.net
•	 www.MusicalFrogs.net

We sell Hand Carved, 
Wooden, Musical Frogs. Pigs, 
Crickets and Owl Whistles 
that are ethically traded by 
the Northern Hill Tribe People 
of Chiangmai, Thailand.

American Intl Travel and 
Tours
•	 Coral Lynne-McCarthy
•	 americaninternational.

net
Travel Agency specializing in 
student travel.

Our Exhibitors

ASBDA
•	 Doug Harris
•	 harclef@me.com

ASBDA believes that the 
concert band is the focus of an 
instrumental music curriculum 
which teachers teach MUSIC AS 
ART through band.

Ascend Performing Arts
•	 Jordan Kuzma
•	 jordan.kuzma@

ascendperformingarts.org
Non profit dedicated to helping 
high performing young adults in the 
performing arts.

B Corbin Clarinet Products LLC
•	 Scott Smith
•	 scott@

corbinclarinetproducts.com
•	 corbinclarinetproducts.com

Specialty Clarinet Pro Shop, 
Distributor of Royal Global 
Clarinets, Hand-crafted clarinet 
accessories. We carry Buffet, 
Selmer, and Royal Global brands.

Bob Rogers Travel
•	 Hannah Wright
•	 hwright@bobrogerstravel.

com
•	 bobrogerstravel.com

We craft incredible travel 
experiences that allow you to share 
the world with your students.

Boomer Music Company
•	 Drew Holmes
•	 Drew@

boomermusiccompany.com
•	 BoomerMusicCompany.com

Retail music store including sales, 
rentals, lessons, and repairs.
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Bravo! Vail
•	 Aileen Pagan-Rohwer
•	 arohwer@bravovail.org
•	 bravovail.org

Bravo! Vail provides extensive 
community music education, 
connects musicians and 
listeners, and celebrates the 
evolving world of classical music. 

Bringing Music to Life
•	 Steve Holley
•	 steveholleymusic@gmail.com
•	 bringingmusictolife.org

Through collecting, repairing, 
and distributing instruments to 
underserved schools, we aim 
to provide every Colorado child 
access to the life-changing 
experience of making music.

Canon City Music and 
Blossom Festival
•	 Mike Nolan
•	 mnolan1233@aol.com
•	 ccblossomfestival.com

Music Festival for High School 
and Middle School Ensembles.

Central City Opera
Daniela Guzmán-Égüez
•	 dguzman@

centralcityopera.org
•	 centralcityopera.org/

education
Please contact us to learn more 
about our dynamic offerings or 
to book a special program for 
your community.

Colorado Bandmasters 
Association
Ed Cannava
•	 executivesecretary@

coloradobandmasters.org
•	 www.

colordobandmasters.org
The Colorado Bandmasters 
Association exists to promote 
comprehensive music education 
through participation and 
performance in band. 
CBA provides support and 
educational opportunities for 
students/directors.

Colorado  Children’s Chorale
•	 Cheryl Akin
•	 Akin@childrenschorale.

org
•	 ChildrensChorale.org

The Colorado Children’s Chorale 
is a 501c3 organization providing 
educational and performance 
programming throughout the 
Denver Metro area, and beyond.

Colorado Christian 
University School of Music
•	 Sarah McLean
•	 smclean@ccu.edu
•	 www.CCU.edu/music

University

Colorado Jazz Ambassadors
•	 Doug Tidaback
•	 CoJazzAmbassadors.com

Jazz Education for the youth of 
Colorado

Colorado Mesa University
•	 Darin Kamstra
•	 dkamstra@coloradomesa.

edu
University



Colorado Music Institute
•	 Emily Campbell
•	 emily@

coloradomusicinstitute.
com

•	 www.
coloradomusicinstitute.
com

Colorado Music Institute 
offers private and group music 
lessons as well as instrument 
rentals for students of all ages 
and experience levels.

Colorado State University 
School of Music, Theatre, 
and Dance
•	 Jennifer Clary
•	 jennifer.clary@colostate.

edu
University

Colorado State University 
Pueblo
•	 Chad Beery
•	 chad.beery@csupuevlo.

edu
•	 www.csupueblo.edu/

music
Colorado State University 
Pueblo is a public higher 
education institution offering 
innovative academic programs, 
research opportunities, and 
community engagement to 
empower diverse learners for 
success.

Colorado Symphony
•	 Lyndsay Genadek
•	 lgenadek@

coloradosymphony.org
The Colorado Symphony 
is a premier orchestra 
delivering diverse, innovative 
performances that blend 
classical tradition with 
contemporary flair, enriching 
Colorado’s vibrant cultural 
scene.

Colorado Youth Bands
•	 Dean Hirschfield
•	 Dean@coyouthbands.

org
•	 www.coyouthbands.org

After school band in the Denver 
Front Range.

Colorado Youth Mariachi 
Program
•	 Isahar Mendez
•	 isaharcymp@gmail.com
•	 www.coyouthmariacho.

org
After school music program 
specializing in authentic 
mariachi education for kids and 
young adults in Aurora and 
surrounding areas.

Conn Selmer
•	 Kirin Daniels
•	 kdaniels@connselmer.

com
•	 www.connselmer.com

Conn Selmer is the largest U.S. 
instrument manufacturer and 
distributor, with over 150 years 
of innovation and unrivaled 
craftsmanship.

CU Denver Music & 
Entertainment Industry 
Studies Department
•	 Laura Harvey
•	 Laura.harvey@ucdenver.

edu
•	 www.artsandmedia.

ucdenver.edu/
The Music & Entertainment 
Industry Studies (MEIS) 
department at CU Denver 
provides the expertise needed 
to transform your passion for 
music into a lifelong profession.
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CutTime
•	 Jeff Dodd
•	 jeff@cuttime.net
•	 gocuttime.om

CutTime helps fine arts 
educators solve their biggest 
communication, financial, and 
inventory headaches through 
one easy and powerful cloud-
based platform.

DeMoulin Brothers & 
Company
•	 Michael Coling
•	 kreymond@demoulin.

com
•	 www.demoulin.com

DeMoulin Brothers & Company 
– celebrating our 134th year 
offers an extensive range of 
custom and ready-to-wear 
marching band uniforms, 
formal wear and color guard. 

Denver Percussion
•	 Peter Hellier
•	 pete@denverpercussion.

com
•	 www.denverpercussion.

com
Supplying professional 
percussion instruments to 
music organizations across 
Colorado.

Eastman Music Company
•	 Michelle Mills
•	 mmills@eastmanstrings.

com
•	 eastmanmusiccompany.

com
EASTMAN proudly 
manufactures a full line 
of orchestral string and 
band instruments including 
Eastman, Wm. S. Haynes, S.E. 
Shires, Backun, Willson, Laskey 
Mouthpieces and Malletech.

Education Through Music-
Colorado
•	 Mallory Bernstein
•	 mallory.bernstein@

etmcolorado.org
Education Through Music-
Colorado partners with under-
resourced schools to build 
sustainable music programs.

Eeanduh Publishing
•	 Zach Levenson
•	 eeanduhpublishing@

gmail.com
•	 www.

eeanduhpublishing.com
Sheet Music Publishing 
Company  

Flesher Hinton Music Co.
•	 Dave Simpkins
•	 dave@flesherhinton.com
•	 www.flesherhinton.com

Full service music store, 
specializing in band and 
Orchestra. Sales, service, 
rentals, sheet music and 
accessories.

Fred J Miller
•	 Jason Littleton
•	 jason.littleton@fjminc.

com
•	 www.fjminc.com

Marching Band Uniforms, 
Color Guard Uniforms, and 
Accessories 

Front Range Unique 
Fundraising, LLC
•	 Tony Gittings
•	 tonygittings@gmail.com

Fundraising Organization 
Specializing in The MATTRESS 
FUNDRAISER and other online 
fundraising options!
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Fruhauf Uniforms
•	 Chris Green
•	 ChrisGreen@Fruhauf.

com
•	 www.Fruhauf.com

Manufacturers of Custom 
Innovative Marching Band 
Uniforms for over 115 Years! 
Family Owned and Made in 
America!

Golden Music Center
•	 Mary Brainerd
•	 mary@

goldenmusiccenter.
com

•	 www.goldenmusic.co
Golden Music, an instrument 
store in Denver, has new, 
used, and vintage: violin 
viola, cello, bass, guitar, 
band instruments, a Rental 
Program, Repair and more!

Graner Music
•	 Charlotte Baker
•	 cbaker@granermusic.

com
•	 www.granermusic.

com
Full Line Music Store with 
repair shop, lesson studios, 
and recital hall.  

Group  Travel Planners
•	 Kimberly Anderson
•	 kanderson@

grouptravelplanners.
com

•	 www.
grouptravelplanners.
com

Student travel planners for 
the finest performing arts 
programs in the country.

Hawaii State Tours
•	 David Milwood
•	 hawaiiguy@me.com
•	 www.AlohaHST.com

Perform in Paradise!  Hawaii 
State Tours is locally owned 
and operated since 1988.  
Compare our Package, Prices 
and References...  We Can’t 
be Beat!

Hot Tomatoes Dance 
Orchestra
•	 Ward Durrett
•	 hottomatoes.com

High Energy 10 Piece Jazz 
Band Jazz Camps

Integrity Fundraising
•	 Mike Caraver
•	 Mike@

integrityfundraising.
com

•	 www.
integrityfundraising.
com

Fundraising company.

J.W. Pepper
•	 Jessica Odegard
•	 jodegard@jwpepper.

com
•	 www.jwpepper.com

Founded in 1876, J.W. Pepper 
is the world’s largest sheet 
music retailer, delivering 
unparalleled customer 
service to musicians through 
its distribution centers and 
website.

James Divine LLC
•	 James Divine
•	 jamesthedivine@

gmail.com
•	 www.jamesdivine.net

Band Teacher Mentoring and 
Training. 
Almost Everything I’ve 
Learned About Teaching 
Band Podcast.
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Luther Strings
•	 Christopher Luther
•	 chris@lutherstrings.

com
•	 www.lutherstrings.

com
Colorado’s Violin, Viola, 
Cello, and Bass experts 
Serving programs and 
individuals across Colorado 
with flexible rental 
programs, sales, repairs, and 
high end instruments.

MakeMusic, Inc.
•	 Dana Grachek
•	 Events@alfred.com
•	 www.makemusic.com/

MakeMusic, a world leader 
in music technology, is the 
creator of MakeMusic Cloud, 
the interactive practice 
application, and Sight 
Reading Studio.

Meeker Music
•	 Connie Hamman
•	 connie.hamman@

mekermusic.com
•	 www.meekermusic.

com
Retail music store- 
instrument rentals, repairs 
and sales. Music and 
accessories.

Mile High Freedom Band
•	 Brandon Lujan
•	 brandon.lujan@mhfb.

org
•	 www.mhfb.org

Nonprofit LGBTQ+ 
Community Band

Musical Mentors 
Collaborative
•	 Kathryn Sansone
•	 kathrynsansone@

gmail.com
•	 www.musical0nentors.

org
National nonprofit providing 
student-centered music 
instruction and mentorship.

MusicFirst
•	 Natalia Buitrago
•	 Marketing@musicfirst.

com
•	 www.musicfirst.com

Technology Solutions for 
Music Education
The software, curricular 
resources, and support you 
need to teach music in a 
connected world.

Music for You Publishing
•	 Sylvia Dunham-

Polinski
•	 sylviadunham9384@

msn.com
Publisher of the Colorado 
History Songbook series of 
four collections of songs to 
enhance the state history 
curriculum.

Music & Arts
•	 Kate Bittle
•	 kate.bittle@musicarts.

com
•	 www.musicarts.com/

educator
Music & Arts is a musician’s 
one-stop shop for 
instruments, lessons, rentals 
and repairs. Contact your 
Educational Representative 
or email Schools@MusicArts.
com for support today!

Music Festivals To You
•	 Michael Embrey
•	 M.embrey@

funmeevents.com
•	 www.

musicfestivalstoyou.
com

Music Festival Company

Partners in Music Education

37Colorado Music Educator



Music In The Parks/EPN 
Travel Services
•	 Rachel Micco
•	 rachelmicco@edprog.com
•	 www.edprog.com

One and two day festivals, clinics 
and the professionals to get you 
there.

Music Makers/CIOMIT
•	 Stephen Bluebaugh
•	 www.musicmakerscolorado

Full service music store

National Concerts
•	 Hollie Pratt
•	 hollie@nationalconcerts.

com
•	 www.nationalconcerts.com

National Concerts offers 
transformative performances 
nationwide, including Carnegie 
Hall and Lincoln Center, uniting 
ensembles with renowned 
conductors, innovative 
productions, and collaborations 
that inspire and educate.

Once Upon a Mind
•	 Jennifer McIntyre
•	 jen@onceuponamind.org

Once Upon a Mind matches great 
books with any topic you teach.

Pearl Corp
•	 Nicholas Lemon
•	 nicklemon@pearldrums.

com
•	 www.pearldrum.com

Pearl Corporation is a division 
of Pearl Musical Instruments, a 
world-wide leading manufacturer 
of drums, percussion instruments, 
and flutes.

Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia
•	 Cory Bissell
•	 pma.aaotr@gmail.com
•	 www.sinfonia.org

National social music fraternity.

Piano Marvel
•	 David Fetkewicz
•	 david@pianomarvel.com
•	 www.pianomarvel.com

The best name in piano learning 
software, Piano Marvel helps 
music lovers of all levels master 
the art of playing the piano. 

Pikes Peak State College
•	 Shazia Ali
•	 shazia.ali@pikespeak.edu
•	 www.pikespeak.edu

Community College

QuaverEd
•	 Dan Monaco
•	 dan@quavered.com
•	 www.QuaverEd.com/Music

QuaverMusic is a PreK-8 digital 
General Music curriculum. Meets 
NCAS + State Standards. Easy to 
learn, ready to use, seriously fun!

Robertson and Sons Violin 
Shop
•	 Allison Conerty
•	 allison@robertsonviolins.

com
•	 www.robertsonviolins.com

Sell, rent and repair bowed string 
instruments.

Rocky Mountain Brassworks
•	 Doug Harris
•	 harclef@me.com
•	 The Rocky Mountain 

Brassworkis a Colorado-based 
band with the traditional 
Instrumentation of an 
authentic brass band.
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Romeo Music
•	 Peggy Morales
•	 peggy@romeomusic.

net
•	 www.romeomusic.net

Music Instrument Retailer 
specializing in Digital 
Instruments, AV design, 
build and install for indoor/
outdoor venues and K-12 
Music Technology products, 
both hardware and software.

Sax Alley
•	 Mendy Sturgeon
•	 Sales@saxalley.com
•	 www.saxalley.com

Saxophones and accessories 
sales and repairs. 

S’Cool Services 
Fundraising
•	 Johnny Dasher
•	 johnny@

scoolfundraising.com
•	 www.scoolfundraising.

com
Fundraising - MoneyDolly 
online donation & store; 
In Hand World’s Finest & 
Chocolate Bars; Catalogs 
& Cookie Dough. Better 
Choices = Better Results!

Sigma Alpha Iota
•	 Sharon Frampton
•	 www.saicsalumnae.

wixsite.com/saics
The Colorado Springs 
Alumnae Chapter of SAI 
allows alumnae members 
to remain active and 
supportive of the ideas of 
SAI throughout their lifetime 
and to continue nurturing 
the love of music.

Snap! Mobile
•	 Jamie Smith
•	 jamie.smith@

snapraise.com
•	 www.snapraise.com

Snap! Mobile is the essential 
software platform for 
athletics and activities. Visit 
our website to learn more at 
snapraise.com.

Stanbury Uniforms
•	 Jeff Elliott
•	 jeff.elliott@stanbury.

com
•	 www.stanbury.com

Leading provider of quality, 
custom uniforms for 
marching band, drum corps, 
color guard, indoor and 
other performance groups 
since 1917. 

Sweetwater
•	 Gavin Arnold
•	 gavin_arnold@

sweetwater.com
•	 www.Sweetwater.com

Since 1979, Sweetwater has 
supported music makers 
around the globe. From first-
time B&O renters to rock 
superstars, we’re committed 
to helping musicians realize 
their dreams.

Partners in Music Education
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The Drum Set Coach
•	 Erika de Almeida
•	 ericka@

TheDurmSteCoach.com
•	 www.thedrumsetcoach.

com
We help drummers who 
are frustrated, stuck, and 
distracted to become laser 
focused, goal oriented, and 
successful drummers.

Tūturu Music
•	 Lachlan Pierce
•	 jazzyapplekiwi@gmail.

com
•	 www.tuturumusic.com

Published works and musical 
services of local composer 
Lachlan Pierce.

University of Colorado 
Boulder College of Music
•	 Jalen Lee
•	 jalen.lee@colorado.edu
•	 www.colorado.edu/

music
College of Music, University of 
Colorado Boulder: Earn more 
than a music degree in the 
foothills of the Rockies.

University of Colorado 
Colorado Springs
•	 Jon Forshee
•	 jforshee@uccs.edu
•	 www.vapa.uccs.edu/

academics/music
The UCCS Music Program 
connects long-standing 
musical traditions with 
twenty-first-century 
interdisciplinary practices and 
innovative approaches.

University of Denver 
Lamont School of Music
•	 Stephen Campbell
•	 Stephen.L.Campbell@

du.edu
•	 www.du.edu/lamont

Institution of higher education 
focused on training musicians.

University of New Mexico 
Department of Music
•	 Mikal Stober
•	 Bands@unm.edu
•	 www.music.unm.edu

University

University of Northern 
Colorado
•	 Mark Allwein
•	 Mark.allwein@unco.edu
•	 www.arts.unco.edu

The College of Performing 
and Visual Arts (PVA) is 
devoted to turning passion 
and aptitude into professional 
skills that prepare students for 
meaningful careers.

US Air Force Academy 
Band
•	 Justin Cockerhham
•	 usafabanded@gmail.

com
A premier musical instutition 
representing the excellence of 
the US Air Force Academy and 
its cadets, recruiting the next 
generation of airmen.

Voices Rock
•	 Clara Shelton
•	 clara@voicesorock.com
•	 voicesrock.com

Voices Rock is a community 
rock choir where everyone 
is welcome, no experience 
required. Seeking directors, 
accompanists and singers!
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Von’s Violin Shop
•	 Kevin Halbrooks
•	 Shop@vonsviolinshop.

com
•	 www.vonsviolinshop.

com
Repairs, Rentals, Restoration.

Western Awards
•	 Jim Katschke
•	 westernawards@

comcast.net
Sales of items the schools use 
to award the students. 

Western Colorado 
University Music
•	 Ben Justis
•	 bjustis@western.edu
•	 www.western.edu/

music
The Western Colorado 
University Music Program 
offers degrees in Music 
Education, Music Industry, 
and Performance in gorgeous 
Gunnison, Colorado.

World’s Finest Chocolate
•	 Melanie Barger
•	 mbargerwfc@gmail.

com
Fundraising.

West Music
•	 Tereasa Evans
•	 tevans@westmusic.com
•	 www.westmusic..com

West Music is your one-stop 
shop for all things elementary 
and general music related.

Young Voices of Colorado
•	 Chrys Harris
•	 Chrys@YoungVoices.org
•	 www.youngvoices.org

Young Voices of Colorado is a 
children’s choir program that 
inspires young singers through 
high-quality choral education 
and meaningful musical 
experiences.
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